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The Anglo-Americans settled in a state of civilization,
upon that territory which their descendants occupy ;
they had not to begin to learn, and it was sufficient
for them not to forget. Now the children of these
same Americans are the persons who, year by year,
transport their dwellings into the wilds ; and with
their dwellings their acquired information and their
esteem for knowledge. Education has taught them
the utility of instruction, and has enabled them to
transmit that instruction to their posterity. In the
United States society has no infancy, but it is born
into man's estate.
The Americans never use the word 4i peasant,"
because they have no idea of the peculiar class which
that term denotes ; the ignorance of more remote
ages, the simplicity of rural life, and the rusticity of
the villager have not been preserved among them ;
and they are alike unacquainted with the \irtues, the
vices, the coarse habits, and the simple graces of an
early stage of civilization. At the extreme borders of
the confederate States, upon the confines of society
and of the wilderness, a population of bold adven-
turers have taken up their abode, who pierce the
solitudes of the American woods, and seek a country
there, in order to escape that poverty which awaited
them in their native provinces. As soon as the
pioneer arrives upon the spot which is to serve him
for a retreat, he fells a few trees and builds a log-
house. Nothing can offer a more miserable aspect
than these isolated dwellings. The traveller who
approaches one of them toward nightfall, sees the
^flicker of the hearth-flame through the chinks in the
walls ; and at night, if the wind rises, he hears
the roof of boughs shake to and fro in the midst of the
great forest trees. Who would not suppose that this
poor hut is the asylum of rudeness and ignorance ?